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We were burned at the stake together in a former life, or at the very least, we were born cosmic 
twins. This body of work and subsequent exhibition initially grew out of our sincere intention to 
create our own book of shadows (book of spells) and to investigate our interests in the 
connections between witches’ magic and artists’ creation. However, as we explored and began 
to create pages for this collection, we quickly realized that a book couldn’t hold all our magical 
ideas. Therefore, our book has splintered into what you see as Advanced Moon Goddesstry. 
 
Early on, Advanced Moon Goddesstry became our moniker, emanating from our conversations 
about astrology and our mutual interests in new feminisms and new age philosophies. The work 
is also informed by our observations of self-seekers fighting the desperate battle to become 
enlightened, more magical, or more authentic. We believe that magic is like herpes. You either 
got it or you don’t. Our stance is: you don’t become; you are. 
 
In our minds, a book of shadows, much like the artist’s body of work, is a place for magical 
experiences, spells, intentions, possibilities, and a collection of energies that can all be of a 
secretive nature. However, ours isn’t about concealing these rituals but revealing them. As 
artists, we hold no secrets. The connection between witch and artist is that both are traditionally 
seen as outsider and illuminator, fragmentary and connected, guttural, tactile and are explorers 
of the unknown. The residues of our continual exploration are the collective works of this show. 
Our goal was not to create a visual digest of beliefs but rather to loosely document our 
non-heroic, non-linear, and sometimes nonsensical mutual experiences. 
 
Courtney, hailing from the Appalachian Mountains, grew up surrounded by folk magic and 
superstition, where the influences of animism and storytelling imbued her sculptural practice. At 
the same time, John Michael grew up in the shadows of voodoo, Caribbean mysticism and 
Catholic iconography near New Orleans. This is where theatrical metaphysical states, symbols 
and cultural representations of the human body permeated his painting practice. The parallels of 
both our worlds are heavily appropriated to weave a web of colorful, funky journeys.  
 
This exhibition features paintings, drawings, digital renderings and sculpture that exist on the 
conceptual plane on the overlap of our individual bodies of work. Not all works are collaborative, 
but the spirit of all included works reverberates with the force of the initial book of shadows. 
 
 


